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New OIS Buildings Foster Supportive Student Culture

By Emma Wong

On a bright May
morning, eighth-grader
Sophie Baker will be
among an eager crowd
filing into Orinda Inter-
mediate School’s brand-
new Student Center.
Featuring a slanted roof
and amphitheater steps,
the center is one aspect
of OIS’s broad renova-
tion project, set to open
next month with a
ribbon-cutting
ceremony.

Boasting a reception,
staff lounge, administra-
tive room, and Student
Center, the complex will
modernize the OIS cam-
pus and address prior
limitations.

With outdoor seating
saturated during
lunchtime, many Bull-
dogs wished for an in-
door gathering space.
“In sixth grade, we had
to eat lunch in the

breezeways because the
tables were too
crowded,” Baker said. “I
thought we needed more
indoor spaces. One
friend group usually
couldn’t fit at a table.”
Additionally, staff sought
space to hold meetings,
previously adapting to
the library or class-
rooms. These improve-
ments were goals to ad-
dress for Principal Stacy
Wayne, who oversaw the
construction process.
“[We hoped for a] new
area to enable us to hold
gatherings, since we
lacked room in the past,”
Wayne said.

Fortunately, in 2018,
municipal measures E
and I provided over $100
million to construct
modern facilities across
the Orinda Union School
District (OUSD). With
necessary funds, OIS
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The OIS Student Services Building, located directly right of the traffic circle.

bulldozed old buildings
two years ago, at the
start of Baker’s middle
school career.

“I remember the con-
struction starting at the
end of sixth grade,”
Baker said. “I feel like
it’s been going on for so
long, so I'm looking for-
ward to using the whole
building.”

Principal Wayne de-
signed the complex lay-
out to fit students’ and
staff’s needs. The con-
ference room, with its
large wooden table and
marble countertops,
provides a spacious area
for stakeholder meet-
ings. The reception and
main office, previously
located in a hallway, are
now at the front of the
school, providing in-
creased visibility for
new parents.

An intriguing devel-

pus. “These buildings
provide a great experi-
ence for incoming sixth-
graders,” Baker said. “I
think the Wellness Cen-
ter especially will help

opment comes with the
Student Services build-
ing next to the front
gym. Also called the
Wellness Center, the
spacious room mirrors

facilities provided by out a lot of people at this
Miramonte High School  school.”
that foster a safe space, Wayne hopes that

the renovation will fur-
ther OIS’ goal of foster-

where staff provide
therapeutic services to
students in need.
Beyond accommo-
dating student emotional
health, the Student Ser-
vices building also pro-
vides the indoor social
hotspot that Bulldogs
have been yearning for.
“Out of all the new
rooms, I'm most excited
to use the Student Cen-
ter,” eighth-grader Palig
Horoupian said. “It’s a
cozy place that looks
great for hanging out. I'll
be checking it out with
all my friends before we
go to high school.”
Baker signed up to

ing an environment
“where everybody
belongs.”

“I'm looking forward to
having a centralized hub
for our community,”
Wayne said. “We want
people to have a positive
first impression of our
amazing school!”

Student Center, a cozy place for hanging out.

be an office aide for one
of her electives. After the
complex opens, she will
greet parents and take
calls in the new admin-
istrative room. “It’ll be
cool to work there: we’ll
do lots of things, includ-
ing delivering items to
classes and just helping
around,” Baker said.
“I'm also looking for-
ward to spending time
there when I need it.”
As the eighth-
graders move toward
graduation, they hope
that the next generation
of Bulldogs can fully en-
joy the renovated cam-

2024-2025 Teachers
of the Year

Congratulation Lamorinda Teachers

Katie Watson
Acalanes Union High
School District
Miramonte High School

Virginia Vu
Moraga School District
Joaquin Moraga
Intermediate School

Stephanie Tompkins
Lafayette School District
Happy Valley
Elementary School

Michelle Goode
Orinda Union School
District
Del Rey Elementary
School

Provided by Contra Costa County Office of Education

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions
with your community. Send a letter to the
editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

540
SPECIAL’

INCLUDES:
In-depth consultation

24-point neuropathy exam
including high tech
comprehensive testing

Call 925-433-3988
www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent PI[I‘I']I"E

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento Eisfa East 145 45 ThEsr

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

A
. 1 Honest

* Numbness
* Diabetic nerve pain

* Burning or tingling
* Muscle weakness

discomfort
* Sensitivity to touch
* Pain when walking

Full written report of the

exam and test results

Peripheral Neuropathy

* offer expires 4-13-24

Do You Suffer with
ol NEUROPATHY?

Discover the latest breakthrough
that can relieve pain and numbness
caused by neuropathy.

Peripheral Neuropathy is a common condition that affects 20
million Americans and, once identified, can be successfully treated
without the use of drugs or surgery. Symptoms include:

¢ Sharp, electric-like pain

¢ Difficulty sleeping from leg or foot

We offer a scientific, 4-step, proven approach that
heals your nerves and reverses your symptoms by:

¢ Increasing blood supply to your nerves

* Repairing and re-educating your nerves

* Increasing the blood flow in your feet or hands

¢ Increasing your balance and mobility

You Will Discover:
° What REALLY causes Peripheral Neuropathy
* Dangers typically associated with medications prescribed for

* How to stop nerve damage before the effects are irreversible

* How our revolutionary protocol provides outstanding results
for sufferers of Peripheral Neuropathy

CALL 1-925-690-5001

to Reserve Your Consultation Today!
3189 danville blvd, suite #230, alamo « wellnessinstitute.io




